Fishing Villages

our theory to find that the 'chinoiserie' phase of Meissen china,
as directed by J. G. Herold, was succeeded by what is called the
'harbour scene' style in which a new 'chinoiserie' intensity was
evolved from scenes upon harbour wharves. The Dutch fishermen
in their fur caps appear in this; and these new fantasies centre
entirely upon the fife of the harbour. The fishermen with their
tobacco pipes, the rigging of the ships, the mooring posts and
unloaded bales and barrels, and, in the background, the low
scenery of the Dutch polders, it is from such images that the style
is formed. There is, in fact, a connection in imagery between these
archaic Dutchmen of the Zuyder Zee villages and the clndes
Orientales et Occidentals' of the imagination. But the interest
of this has led us away from the direct imputations of our theory.
We have to stress the strict island characteristics of these little
communities. These fishermen have become a species in the true
botanical or ornithological sense of the term, with an altogether
separate species dwelling, it may be, within a few miles of them.
The population of Marken, for instance, are Protestant by religion
and could never, therefore, take in marriage the Catholics of
Volendam, the nearest village, but a mile or two away upon the
mainland. But in Marken, and upon the bucolic isle of Urk, this
latter sundered from the mainland by some fifteen or twenty
miles of open sea, the differences, in exaggeration upon those we
noticed among the Moravians, have seized upon the subject of
family mourning as their opportunity. The full period of this,
when worn for a parent, extended to no less than seven years,
and its gradations and its declining force were marked by the
most minute regulations. No one in the whole population could
expect to remain for long outside its rules. Many persons must
have passed the greater part of their lives in its trammels. In
Hindeloopen there were seven recognized gradations of mourn-
ing, ranging from dead black through dark blue, with a thin
white line, to white with a blue line. But mourning was inter-
preted in a liberal sense. It did not mean plain black. Their
mourning was more to be compared to the different degrees of
regimental full dress. And, like,botanical or ornithological speci-
mens, again, a marked degree of physical similarity had been
attained. One inhabitant, male or female, closely resembled
another.